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Preface

McGraw-Hill Education: Essential ESL Dictionary for Learners of English is an 

English dictionary especially designed for students who are studying English at 

elementary and intermediate levels. Its approach guarantees that all of the terms 

appearing in the subjects that are taught in English are contained in this dictionary, 

so that any lexical doubt which students may have regarding these subjects can be 

easily solved by consulting their dictionary. In addition, it contains 40 pages of 
thematic illustrations especially designed to help students to learn vocabulary 

in a significant and contextualized way and to reinforce the key vocabulary and 

concepts found in their textbooks.

It also has many usage notes and grammar boxes which explain and clarify the 

main doubts and difficulties which arise for students in their English language 

learning process, and is supplied with a large number of illustrations to facilitate 

lexicon acquisition.

The dictionary also includes a Conversation guide which provides the user with 

examples of common conversations that occur in specific contexts, showing the 

vocabulary and language structures that students need to learn. This guide will 

help students to tackle successfully a wide range of communication situations.



Clear and simple definitions

separated by a number

and with examples

Grammatical category

is shown in brackets

and not abbreviated. Headwords 

with different grammatical functions 

are separated by numbers. 

Key terms for the study

of school courses in English

Irregular verbs

with their forms

Phonetic transcription and 

pronunciation notes.

(All phonetic symbols

are listed on page 11.)

This sign indicates the most 

common words – the first you

need to learn.

User ’s  Guide

breakfast /ˈbrek.fəst/ [㐗] The first meal of 
the day: I always have breakfast in bed on Sun-
days. 

calyx /ˈkeɪ.lɪks/ [㐗] The sepals which together 
form the layer that protects a flower in bud: The 
calyx is the outer part of the flower. ■ The plural is 
"calyces" or "calyxes". ■ Compare with "corolla" (The 
petals which form the inner envelope of a flower).

volcano US: /vɑːlˈkeɪ.noʊ/ UK: /vɒlˈkeɪ.nəʊ/ [㐗] A
hole where very hot rock comes out: The volcanoes 
of the United States are located along the West Coast. 
■ Be careful with the pronunciation of this word! "ca" 
rhymes with "day". ■ The plural is "volcanoes".

answer1 US: /ˈænt.sɚ/ UK: /ˈɑːnt.sər/ [㐗] The re-
sponse to a question: I've asked you a question 
and I want an answer. 

answer2 [㐘] 1 To say something to somebody 
who has asked you a question: I asked her 
about Jim but she didn't answer. 2 to answer 
the door To open the door in answer to a knock 
or ring: I had to ring twice before they answered 
the door. 3 to answer the telephone To pick up 
the telephone in answer to a call: Can you an-
swer the phone, Mark? I'm in the bathroom. 

compass /ˈkʌm.pəs/ [㐗] 1 An instrument that 
shows direction: A compass has a pointer that al-
ways points north. 2 A metal or plastic instru-
ment which is used for drawing circles: If you 
change the angle of the compass, you can draw 
circles of different size. ■ In this use, we also say 
"compasses". ■ The plural is "compasses". 㐀  See 
page 456. 

stave [㐗] The five parallel lines on which mu-
sical notes are written in a score: The music teach-
er wrote the tune of the song on a stave on the 
whiteboard. 㐀 See page 460. 

forget, forgot, forgotten /fərˈget/, /fɔr-/ [㐘] Not 
to remember something: Don't forget we're having 
a test on Monday. 
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call2 US: /kɑːl/ UK: /kɔːl/ [㐘] 1 To attract somebody's
attention by shouting: Somebody called my name
from the other end of the room. 2 To telephone: I
called Jane to invite her to go to the movies with me
but she wasn't in. 3 to be called To have a name:
What is this animal called in English? 4 to call col-
lect On the phone, to ask the person you are calling
to pay for the call: When I was in Europe this sum-
mer I called collect every week to talk to my parents.
■ In British English they say "reverse the charges".
◗ PHRASAL VERBS ·  to call back To return a tele-
phone call or to call again: He said he'd call me
back when he got home. ·  to call on To visit: We'll
call on you tomorrow evening. ·  to call off To stop
something that had been planned: As it was rain-
ing, we had to call off the game.

people /ˈpiː.pl̩/ [㐑] More than one person: How
many people shall we invite to the party? ■ Be careful!
"People" is a countable noun. We say: "There are many
people here". (We don't say: "There is many people here").

library /ˈlaɪ.brər.i, -bri/ [㐗] A place where you
can borrow or read books: The library in our
school has all kinds of books. ■ The plural is "librar-
ies". ■ Compare with "bookstore" (a shop where you
can buy books). 㐀 See picture at street.

tooth /tuːθ/ [㐗] 1 One of the hard parts in
your mouth: I'm going to have one of my back
teeth taken out tomorrow. 2 tooth decay The pro-
cess of going bad of a tooth: Eating too many can-
dies can cause tooth decay. ■ The plural is "teeth".

big /bɪg/ [㐀] Large or important: An elephant is
big, a mouse is small. ■ The comparative form is
"bigger" and the superlative form is "biggest".
㐀 See pictures at opposite and a piece of...

chemist's /ˈkemɪst/ [㐗] See pharmacy. ■ This
word is British English.

viviparous /vɪˈvɪp.ər.əs/ US: /-ɚ-/ [㐀] Giving
birth to live young that have developed inside the
body of the mother: Mammals are all viviparous.
■ Compare with "oviparous" (born from an egg out-
side the mother). 㐀 See page 427.

■ The plural is "teeth".Th  plural i " h"

can buy books).y books)
ies". ■ Compare with "bookstore" (a shop where youp h b k  (a shop h you

■ The plural is "librar-p -

lect OO
to call col--

to be called

◗ PHRASAL VERBS ·  to call back

word is British English.
■ This

■ The comparative form isp
"bigger" and the superlative form is "biggest"..

Notes to avoid poor

translations or incorrect usage

Notes with other important

information

Notes about British English

Information about the plural and

comparative forms

Clear distinction between idioms

and phrasal verbs

■ Be careful!!
"People" is a countable noun. We say: "There are manyp y  many
people here". (We don't say: "There is many peopley  here").people h " (We d ' y "Th i y peopley  here")

to call off
to call on

■ Compare with "oviparous" (born from an egg out-p p  (born gg -
side the mother).)
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the body 421

the skeletal system 422

the muscular system 423

the digestive and excretory systems 424

the respiratory and reproductive systems 425

animal groups 426-427

mammals 428

birds 429

fish and reptiles 430

amphibians and insects 431

plants 432

flowers 433

trees 434-435

fruits 436

vegetables 437

the water cycle 438

sources of energy 439

laboratory 440

bicycle and car 441

electronics 442

inventions 443

coastal landscape 444

mountain landscape 445

the Solar system 446-447

the movement of the Earth 448

atmosphere 449

US and Canada relief map 450

US and Canada political map 451

World political map 452-453

the English-speaking world 454-455

drawing tools 456

shapes 457

musical instruments 458-459

musical symbols 460

I l lustrat ions  index
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Grammar and usage boxes  index

a and an 16

Abbreviations 17

across and through 20

already and yet 26

also, too and as well 26

among and between 28

animal noises 29

anybody / anyone, everybody / everyone, somebody / someone, nobody / no one 31

to be: auxiliary verb 47

to be 47

bored / boring 57

can and could 69

to do 118

to do: auxiliary verb 118

every, all 135

fairly, quite, rather, pretty, and very 141

few and a few 147

for and since 153

Frequency adverbs 157

to get 164

to have 181

to have: auxiliary verb 181

here 183

to make and to do 231

may and might 235

must and have to 248

Nationalities 251

over and above 265

Prepositions of position 292

remember and remind 311

to say and to tell 325

some, any, no... 345

still and yet 356

Time: prepositions 379

to watch, to look at, to see 407
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Separates different grammatical categories 

Trademarks

Notes

Phonetic transcription

See a picture or a illustration 

Most common words

❚

/ /

■

㐀

®

Symbols
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Phonetic Symbols

VOWEL SOUNDS

/æ/ at, accident
/e/ egg, every
/ɪ/ in, did, kit
/ɒ/ on, off, top
/ʊ/ put, book
/ʌ/ us, sun, bus
/i̇/ very, baby
/ə/ ago, balloon

/ɑ:/ arm, car, father
/i̇:/ eat, me, feel
/ɜ:/ sir, her, learn
/ɔ:/ or, horse, saw
/u:/ you, blue, bedroom

/eɪ/ day, age, eight
/aɪ/ I, by, bike
/ɔɪ/ boy, toy, oil
/əʊ/ open, go, coat
/oʊ/ low (US)
/aʊ/ about, house, now
/ɪə/ ear, year, here
/eə/ air, hair, where
/ʊə/ pure, hour
/aɪə/ fire, hire
/aʊə/ our, flour, shower

 CONSONANTAL SOUNDS

/b/ bad, bye, verb
/d/ day, sad
/dʒ/ just, age
/f/ fine, if
/g/ go, bag
/h/ happy, house, he
/j/ yes, you
/k/ cat, back, key
/l/ leg, like 
/m/ me, time, map
/n/ not, can
/ƞ/ ring, sang
/p/ pet, help
/r/ read, dry
/s/ sit, press
/ʃ/ she, fish
/t/ ten, bit
/t̬/ better (US)
/tʃ/ chip, cheap, rich
/v/ view, drive
/w/ we, window
/z/ zoo, crazy
/ʒ/ pleasure, division
/ð/ this, they, mother
/θ/ thin, think, bath


